The History of the
Townsville and District
Rugby Union – Part 7
Affiliated Clubs – in their own words

Townsville and District Rugby Union Affiliated Clubs
The following has been submitted or taken from the Townsville and District Rugby Union affiliated club members, Presidents
or Anniversary information. Some clubs may have elected not to submit or no longer exist.

Brothers Rugby Union Club.
The following has been taken from the history section the Brothers 50th Anniversary Commemorative Whisper,
these sections complied by Peter Ryalls, Edward McGovern, Shane Laskey and Terry Fanning. Published in 2018.
1969 and Beyond
ln 1967 Rugby Union was reborn in Townsville and a small band of enthusiasts came together to form a new Club, which for
want of a better name, was called ’All Schools’. Initially, that group of players (the nucleus of the future Brothers Club) trained
under car headlights at Queens Park under the guidance of Dudley Jones a Townsville Barrister and rugby aficionado.
By the end of the 1968 season, it was felt that the Club was not attracting enough players, even though the Club had
performed well on the field, and a special meeting was convened to sort out the problem. At this meeting (held at Mrs Guides’
Shore Drive Motel) it was resolved that, at the next Annual General Meeting, the name be changed to ‘Brothers Rugby Union
Club’. The thinking behind this was to widen the Club’s sphere and also attract players in the city who had been associated
with other Brothers Clubs in Queensland. Those present at that meeting included past Presidents and Life Members, Raoul
Guides and Peter Ryalls and brothers Laurie & lan Smith and John and David McCalIum as well as Bill Carter (later a Supreme
Court Judge} and John Shaw.
At the Annual General Meeting early in 1969 the formal motion was carried and ‘Brothers Rugby Union - Townsville’ was born.
The first President was John Cashin and
Kevin Fitzpatrick, a former New South
Wales Representative, was the initial club
coach. At that time the Club trained initially
at Mindham Park then at Cameron Park in
South Townsville this time under proper
lights due to the efforts of then young TREB
Linesman Tom Gaffney also a future Club
President and Life Member.

Our Winning Ways
In the 50 seasons that have come and gone
since its formation the Club has established
itself as the premier Club in the TDRU. Its
record speaks for itself with 24First Grade
Premierships (from 30 Grand Final
appearances), 29 Reserve Grade
Premierships (from 39 Grand Final
appearances) 15 Colts Premierships, 2
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Women’s premierships (2005 and 2017) and two Third Grade premierships. This equates to A Grade winning 80% of the
Premierships it has contested and a 74% success rate in Reserve Grade.
High among the Club’s achievements is the fact that it is the only club in the TDRU to have completed the “Grand Slam” of
Premierships, by winning all 3 senior Grand Finals, (Colts, Reserve Grade and First Grade) as it then was. The Club first
achieved this feat in 1973. The Club had numerous attempts to repeat the feat in years to come when all 3 grades made it
through to the Grand Final. On most occasions though the Club fell one Premiership short, thus prompting the tune “Two out
of Three Ain’t Bad” to be sung on many Grand Final weekends by winning teams taunting their unsuccessful clubmates. In
2002 the drought was broken to some extent when the Club won the A Grade and Reserve Grade Premierships and drew the
Colts Final. Debate still rages as to whether or not this constituted a “Grand Slam” or not. The issue for a lot of these players
though was put beyond doubt in 2004 with the Club winning all 3 Grades in what was are markable result considering the
number of season ending injuries sustained by the Club during the year. lt was again testament to the depth that the Club has
boasted over many seasons where some very talented players have been confined to Reserve Grade where they would be
guaranteed first grade spots at most other Clubs.
The fact the Club has generally managed to retain those players over the years is evidence of the great spirit that exists in the
Club. The record of the Club’s Reserve Grade side is another remarkable chapter of the Club’s history. In 2005 the side
reached its 21st consecutive Grand Final, a sequence dating back to 1984.Unfortunately, the sequence was broken the
following year. Normality resumed in 2007.
1970’s Creating A Dynasty
In 1970 the club came of age on the field with Wallaby Alan Skinner as Captain/Coach. Alan toured South Africa in 1968 - 1969
prior to coming to Townsville and in 1970 led Brothers First XV to the Club’s first A Grade Premiership. Alan followed this up in
1972, a year in which the Reserve Grade team coached by Harry Lawry also won the premiership.
In the early 1970‘s Reserve and U19 teams were fielded by an expanded Club and these sides were to add their own honours
to the Club’s flag in the succeeding years. The Colts side won the first ever Premiership contested in that age category in the
Grand Slam year of 1973, the first coach being Pat Savage and that team being part of the Club’s first Grand Slam premiership.
This was the first of 5 Colts Premierships including 4 in a row between 1975and 1978.
In what is not given much recognition the Club won both the A Grade and Reserve Grade premierships in 1972 and followed
that up with a Grand Slam in 1973.This represented 5 premierships in all grades in a row. On that Grand Slam Day in 1973, one
of the club’s greatest players Don Armit, played in the reserve grade and A grade winning grand finals. Don went onto coach
the A Grade Team and today remains a Club Mentor. The following year, in 1974 the Club lost all 3 Grand Finals in a complete
reversal of form. Some other prominent players during this era included, Laurie Lawrence, Ray Armit, Greg Burke, Robbie
Kelly, Peter Ryalls, Bob Jones, Tim McHugh, Graeme Williams, Col Stout, John Shaw and Gary Wilson.
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1980’s The Original Golden Era
In the 1980’s Brothers almost put a mortgage on the A Grade Premiership. Between 1980 and the1985 the Club won 6
successive Premierships that had remarkable correlation to the 5 successive Premierships won by Brisbane Brothers from
1980 to 1984. This period saw the Club establish itself as one of the state’s strongest regional side with the Club at one stage
supplying 5 of the starting backline for Qld Country in its annual match up against Brisbane. Notable players during this period
included Wayne Giudes, John Rauch, Keith Harron, Jeff Dillon, Dennis Offermans, John Walters, Chris Mayes, Mark Moxon,
Tim Simkin and Don “Armpit” Armit. Life member Bob “Mad Dog“ Skilling coached the club to many premierships during the
1980s.Once the Premiership sequence was broken in 1986, the Club did not quite achieve the success it came to expect in the
next couple of years. The First Grade Premiership was not to return to Brothers until1989 when the Club achieved its first ever
undefeated Premiership (which has never been repeated in the A Grade TDRU Competition) under the guidance of John Rauch
and Michael Conn as coaches.
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The Club had in the previous year enjoyed an influx of high-quality players many of whom had played a lot of rugby at high
levels. These included Murray Harley, David Barbagallo, Steve Cross, Brad “the Body” Horn and Englishman, Dave “Magic”
Johnson. Coupled with home grown talents such as John Nuttall, Michael “Feasty” Conn, Greg Tonner (now CEO of the
Cowboys), John Carey and Clayton Brown, the side was considered one of the strongest ever fielded by Brothers. One of the
highlights of that season still spoken about today was Brad “The Body” Horn‘s heroics in Charters Towers where he
singlehandedly snatched victory from the jaws of defeat to maintain the side’s undefeated record.

1990’s The Resurgence
The 1990’s did not start as expected with the Club missing the Grand Final with a side comprising mostof the previous year’s
undefeated premiers. The record was put straight by most of these players the following year when it scored a convincing 260 victory over reigning premiers and archrivals, Teachers West who until that time had enjoyed an undefeated season. The
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following year saw the departure of a number of the Club’s representative players and a lean year was predicted. However,
the team was boosted by recruits of the calibre of Derek Garner, Steve Blackburn, Lachlan Bell and Jim Skinner, son of Alan
Skinner.
Coached by Don Armit, back to back premierships were secured with another Grand Final win over Teachers. The next 5 years
were a lean patch for the Club with only one A Grade Grand Final appearance. In 1996the A Grade side failed to make the
semi-finals. 1997 though saw a resurgence that was the start of the clubs second” golden period”. Not much was expected in
1997with only one player from the Club (Glen Cassidy) selected in the Townsville side and a number of younger players
making up the A Grade side. With some innovative coaching from Steven Briggs, the side claimed the Minor Premiership in
convincing fashion. However, the side was not expected to defeat a Teachers side that was dominated by representative
players who had missed a number of games through the year due to representative commitments. This had little bearing on
the result as the side prevailed with a memorable victory to secure the Club’s first Premiership in A Grade in 5 years.

2000’s The Next Golden Era
The resurgence in the late 1990’ssparked a remarkable sequence of 8 consecutive A Grade Grand Final appearance, bringing 5
premierships. Col Kenna a player from the 1989, 1991 and 1992premierships sides coached 6 of these Grand Final sides in
conjunction with John Nuttall and Tony Carter at various stages. The 3 successive Grand Final wins against the Burdekin
between 2000and 2002 will be remembered as 3 of the best Grand Finals held at Hugh Street with Brothers coming from
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behind in all 3 to win. Some of the notable players from this period included Matthew Buchanan, Pat Soper, John Moore(all
Qld Country), Ant Martin, Brian Fanning, and Danny Moore (ex-Australian NRL player).Throughout the decade the Club was
able to replace the loss of quality players with high quality juniors and out of town players and reinvented its squad from year
to year and taking 2 further A Grade Premierships in 2006 and 2007.
2010’s and Beyond
The current decade also started with Brothers’ winning 4 of the first5 A-Grade premierships and the Club featuring in 7 of the
8 Grand Finals played in A Grade so far this decade. Terry Fanning and Col Kenna with the assistance of Stephen ‘Oral’ Roberts
coached the A-Grade team to a memorable Grand Final victory over the “old enemy” Teachers West in 2010, coming from
third position through the finals and defeating Teachers for the first time that season.
With a significant push from Life Member Adrian Gabrielli, the TDRU held the inaugural 3rd Grade competition which many
thought would never happen. Brothers took part in the first fixture wearing ‘antique’ all cotton Brolgas Jerseys, borrowed until
new jerseys arrived. The side would go on to play the Grand Final that year coached by Adrian Gabrielli and Col Hegarty .New
traditions would be started with Adrian making sure win, lose or draw (and to the envy of the other grades), the ‘Thirsty
Thirds’ would share a carton of beer in the sheds after every game. Familiar names would take part in this side with Michael
Moore (yet another Moore) being a member of the inaugural3rd Grade side. In a showing of club depth and competition for
positions, the second row of Daniel Purcell and Eddie McGovern would partner again in the scrums, starting in the A-Grade
Grand Final the following year.
The 2011 Grand Final, with Peter “Potsy” Nielsen and John Nuttall as coaches will go down as possibly the greatest grand final
in our history where the team had to score 3 tries in less than 10 minutes to beat the Burdekin. The result was sealed when
Nick Douglas set up Alphonse “Fonzie” Gima for an incredible premiership winning try after fulltime. Peter had brought his
incredible coaching IQ and GPS pedigree to the team and John, his experience as a premiership Brothers A grade coach. When
Peter was transferred to Brisbane during the season, John took on the coaching role but was assisted by Col Kenna with the
backs.

From 2012, the side completed the “three peat” (2010-2012) and went on to win one of the next two Grand Finals,
completing a run of four premiership in 5 years. This capped a remarkable coaching partnership.2015 saw a handing over of
the guard with Shane Laskey and Ben Collings taking control of A Grade. The latter half of the2010’s had been a somewhat dry
period for the club in relation to Senior premierships. The season was not without its challenges as no less than ten of the
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previous year’s premiership team had left the club due to various reasons. With players such as Cohan Guerra, Rhys Matsen,
Ben Douglas, amongst others, retiring leaving town or moving overseas, 2015saw a radical overhaul of the team.

There was a relatively seamless transition with previous coaches Col Kenna and John Nuttall having given many of the Colt’s
team ‘a run’ throughout the previous season so that these young lads were well versed in Brother’s rugby. The season will
likely be remembered for two things, the number of long-term injuries to key players that presented throughout the year, and
that Grand Final loss when Brothers’ had led for the bulk of the game with 14 players (13 for two 10minute stints), when a
turnover late in the game inside Brothers’ 22mgifted Teachers the win. Since that year, many long-term injuries have led to
opportunities for a number of the club’s younger talented players such as Dexter Anderson, Billy Bulley and Dan Cooper as
both present players and future club stalwarts. Unfortunately, losing two of the three grand finals (since 2014) has left the
cupboard ‘somewhat bare’, something the players and coaching staff are looking to turnaround this season. The team and
club have been buoyed by the return of players such as Emil Grant, Ben Douglas and Andrew Parker which has added
leadership to the team. The club didn’t field an U19s team in 2010, but with the efforts of Terry Fanning and Steve Reddy,
Brothers would once again field anU19s side in 2011, Darren “Moods” Moody teamed up with Terry in2012 as co-coach
before taking the lead coaching role from 2014.Darren continues in 2018 as one of the longest continuously serving coaches.
This year with the U18s he continues to shape our future stars guiding them as they make the sometimes-difficult transition
into senior rugby.
As stated, the standard of player coming through the junior ranks but9also out of the schools of Ignatius Park College and
Cathedral School continues to be strong. Players coming into the senior ranks are invariably extremely well coached with an
excellent understanding of the game upon arrival. Special credit for this must go in particular to the rugby programs at each
school which are run by ex-Brothers players, Mark Moxon (IPC), John Rauch and David Phillips (Cathedral).These junior players
coupled with the injection of high quality rep players like Sean Kearns, Matthew Fraser and Alphonse Gima has produced high
quality teams throughout the decade. Notable players over this period and the late 2000’s have been dominated by players
who have risen through the junior ranks including Michael and Andrew Parker, Emil Grant, Tim McClymont, Ben and Nick
Douglas, Blair Morgan, Cohen Guerra as well as the Purcell brothers.
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Burdekin
2012
The BRUC 2012 season was a successful one with the U19’s being Minor Premiers and Premiers they were the form team for
the season and ended with success. The A grade finished fourth with new coaches and a young team we are looking forward
to the 2013 season. Res Grade finished 5th with a lack of players at the start of the season they finished well towards the end
and are keen to avenge not making the finals, this year a young group of U19’s will bolster the senior playing ranks for season
2013. The Under 17’s also did not make the finals but improved each week to be competitive at the end of the season a young
side that had not played rugby before and are keen to join together for season 2013. The club also fielded a Under 13 team
that was pulled together with the help of the TDRU development team the guys stuck the season out and thoroughly enjoyed
themselves in their first year of Rugby. The BRUC would like to thank the TDRU for their help in developing the juniors in the
Burdekin all the boys are keen for another season and we are looking at another junior team next season in the under 11
competition.
2013
The 2013 Rugby year has been a hectic one for Burdekin Rugby Union Club but also a successful year for the Toads both on
and off the field. If a club’s performance can be measured on the attendance of its supporters and a strong volunteer
workforce contributing each week, one can say that 2013 was one of the clubs most successful seasons. In 2013 the Burdekin
had three junior teams and three senior teams, a record number of teams for the club. From these six teams - five grades
were in the finals and four made Grand Final appearances. The U11s were Minor Premiers and Premiers, the U14s finishing
third in their second year and an excellent effort and the U17s improving in each game they played in their respective junior
divisions. In the senior divisions the U 19s and Reserves finished second and went onto the grand final and both just missed
out on the silverware. The A Grade finished in second place and went onto the Grand Final also, after 80 minutes in a tense
battle with Brothers, were victorious for the first time in 20 years. All coaches, managers and volunteers involved should be
commended for an outstanding season in all grades. The Burdekin Rugby Union Club would like to thank Terry Shiells and his
development team for their help in establishing a junior base in the Burdekin. All the boys are keen for another season and we
are looking at more junior teams next season . The club would also like to thank the TDRU Referees and TDRU President
Lachlan Bell and the executive committee for another successful season and we are looking forward to 2014.
2014
The 2014 Rugby year has been a historical one for Burdekin Rugby Union Club a record number of teams and players. It was
also a successful year for the Toads both on and off the field. If a clubs performance can be measured on the attendance of its
supporters and a strong volunteer workforce contributing each week one can say that 2014 was one of the clubs most
successful seasons. In 2014 the Burdekin fielded 5 junior teams and 3 senior teams from the eight teams five grades were in
the finals and one made a Grand Final appearance. The U11s went onto the Grand Final but were unsuccessful, the U16s,
U19s, Second Grade and First Grade all making final appearances. All coaches, managers and volunteers involved should be
commended for an outstanding season in all grades. The Burdekin Rugby Union Club would like to thank Terry Shiells and his
development team for their help in establishing a junior base in the Burdekin, all the boys are keen for another season and we
are looking at more junior teams next season . The club would also like to thank the TDRU Referees and TDRU President
Lachlan Bell and the executive committee for another successful season and we are looking forward to 2015.
2015
The 2015 Rugby year Burdekin Rugby Union Club had a record number of teams and players with 7 junior teams and 3 senior
teams. If a successful year for the Toads can be measured both on and off the field the clubs attendance at home games of its
supporters and a strong volunteer workforce contributing each week one can say that 2015 was a successful season. Of the 7
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junior teams 4 played finals and one team the U10s made it to the grand final but were unable to bring home the silverware.
As for the 3 senior teams they were competitive each week but in a strong competition were unable to make the finals for the
first time in many years, recruiting has begun for the 2016 season to ensure we remain competitive toward the finals.
All coaches, managers and volunteers involved should be commended for an outstanding season in all grades. The Burdekin
Rugby Union Club would like to thank Terry Shiells and his development team for their continued support in establishing a
junior base in the Burdekin. All the boys are keen for another season and we are working toward fielding all junior teams next
season. The club would also like to thank the TDRU Referees and TDRU President Lachlan Bell and the executive committee
for another successful season and we are looking forward to 2016.
2016
In the 2016 Rugby season the Burdekin Rugby Union Club fielded 7 junior teams and 2 senior teams. It was a successful year
for the Toads with all eligible teams playing finals footy but only the A Grade to make a grand final appearance. I must
congratulate Teachers on their A Grade win and look forward to changing the result next season as player retention has begun
in all grades . If success can be measured both on and off the field by the clubs attendance of supporters and strong volunteer
workforce at home and away games each week one can say that 2016 was a successful season. All coaches, managers,
sponsors and volunteers involved should be commended for an outstanding season in all grades. A highlight during the season
was our annual Old Boys Day where players from the past commented on the clubs depth of players and watched our U8s
playing Rugby at home in the Toads colours these young players are our future senior players, coaches and volunteers.
The Burdekin Rugby Union Club would like to thank Terry Shiells and his development team for their continued support of the
Burdekin and the TDRU competition. We are currently working toward fielding teams in all junior grades next season and
recruiting an U19 team and possibly moving toward a third grade side as well. The club would also like to thank the TDRU
Referees and TDRU President Lachlan Bell and the executive committee for another successful season and we are looking
forward to the 2017 season.
2017
In the 2017 Rugby season the Burdekin Rugby Union Club fielded 9 junior teams and 2 senior teams. It was a successful year
for the Toads with eligible teams playing finals footy, only the Under 15’s made a grand final appearance. The 15’s were minor
premiers and were unlucky on Grand Final day not to come home with the silver wear. I must congratulate Teachers on their A
Grade win, player retention has begun in all grades for the 2018 season. If success can be measured both on and off the field
by the clubs attendance of supporters and strong volunteer workforce at home and away games each week one can say that
2017 was a successful season. All coaches, managers, sponsors and volunteers involved should be commended for an
outstanding season in all grades. A highlight during the season was our annual Old Boys Day where the club celebrated 40
years of Rugby in the Burdekin. Players from the past commented on the clubs depth of players and watched our U8s playing
Rugby at home in the Toads colours these young players are our future senior players, coaches and volunteers.
The Burdekin Rugby Union Club would like congratulate the TDRU in celebrating their 50 year milestone and thank Terry
Shiells and his development team for their continued support of the Burdekin and the TDRU competition. We are currently
working toward fielding teams in all grades next season and recruiting an U18 team. The club would also like to thank the
TDRU Referees and TDRU President Peter Cavallo and the TDRU committee for another successful season, we are looking
forward to the 2018 season.
2018
As 2018 season comes to an end, we reflect on the year that was and what a year! Our juniors had their most successful year
to date with five teams making the semi’s and four teams going on to play in the Grand Final, well done players and coaches!
The introduction of the girls under 16 side was a highlight and the girls played very well in their first season. This result does
not just happen overnight, and it does not happen without the players and their family’s commitment and dedicated upskilled
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coaches. Accolades continue to flow in with junior Toads going on to make numerous rep sides. Congratulation to all the
junior coaches and managers who did a terrific job not just this year but previous years as well.
Our senior men had a tough 2018 season. Being short on numbers and injuries playing a major role in this year’s campaign,
the A grade side still rallied and finished the season in 3rd place and reserve grade finished 5th just outside the top four. Once
again thanks to all coaches and managers for all your time and effort as well as the players and their respective families. Being
low on numbers gave the opportunity to blood some new guys into A grade and that will prove valuable leading into 2019.
The US touring players that made the Outback Barbarians returned to the club better players setting the sides up for a strong
2019.
My highlight of 2018 was our home games where the current and future talent of the club were on show all at the one venue.
On these days club spirit shone through from under 8’s to A Grade and Ladies Day was no exception. Thanks goes to all the
organisers and volunteers of this year Ladies Day, It was a massive effort by all involved so a huge appreciation to those
people who got it done. Thanks to Teachers West who at short notice turned up to play rugby on our Ladies day to make it all
possible.
A big thankyou to all involved in making the club house extension a reality and the inclusion of the Jones Street Gym for all
members to use. To our volunteers, supporters, Old Boys and committee your contribution to 2018 has bonded the club
together. We are never short on volunteers and that is fantastic, our club is an inclusive club and all are welcome to play,
contribute and be involved in anyway, big or small. This is your club and we are the caretakers for the generations of Toads to
come.
Lastly thanks to the TDRU committee and the TDRU development team for their support in continuing to grow Rugby in the
Burdekin.
2019
On reflection of the 2019 season and looking back at how it all unfolded I am once again fill with pride at the culture that is
the Burdekin Rugby Union Club. Our senior club started preseason early with fitness and strength work and invited the under
17’s to joint them. This was important to bridge the gap between our juniors and senior ranks and as a result we had 4 under
17’s play senior football this year and acquitted themselves very well. On the other side of the gender divide Josie and Nick
were recruiting a ladies team and all through being light on number also started preseason rain in the rain.
Junior sign-on was held and teams were filled, with the inclusion of an under 14 girls team to join our under 16 girls and
Ladies sides. We now had 13 teams registered to play in the TDRU, not all side were flush with numbers but as a club each
team supported the one above to insure everyone had the opportunity to play rugby as coaches and players continued to
recruit. This is the largest number for teams the BRUC have ever had a massive effort for a country club and everyone
involved.
A massive Old Boys Day this year coinciding with the 25th reunion of the 1994 A grade Grand final team. The Friday night
dinner at the Kalamia Hotel was filled with stories of past glories and catching up with old team mates a great night was had
by all. Thanks to Brendan Bunyan for comparing the night and JJ Gallago for delivering a toast to the BRUC. Saturday’s (Old
Boys Day) the stories of 50m try scoring runs stretched to 70m runs with defender scattered all around. A big thanks to Jody
and all the Old Boys who year in year out continue to support our juniors and the club as a whole. On a serious note, our
Jersey auction raise just under $9000.00 that was donated to Jemal Horgan. Jemal has chosen to gift the money to the
Princess Project an orphanage in Vietnam run by Ron And Elsa Veron. In 2019 we seen the start of the Old Boy’s Boot Camp
down at the club house once again plenty of laughs and some fitness.
Ladies Day this year was also another big day/night and thanks to everyone who put their hand to do a job or make something
for the tables thank you very much. To all the business houses that donated prizes to make the night special thankyou once
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again for your support. Our ever-present Old Boys who again answered the call to work the bar, thanks. This year Lades day
raised fund for Laurie’s Love

Charters Towers
Rugby Union was established in Charters Towers in 1890, before most of Australia, but games were played here as early
as 1885. An Englishman, Harry Speakman, introduced the game to the many miners in the town. Interest steadily grew
and various teams were formed. The first Charters Towers representative team was selected in the year of its
establishment, 1890. Rugby Union continued to grow in our city until it became known as one of the premier Rugby
areas in the state.
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Many players gained representative honours between 1890 and 1915. In this time, Charters Towers produced nine
Queensland representative players and two Australian representatives, the brothers EW”Long Bill” Richards and TJ
“Rusty” Richards.
The Wallabies and British and Irish Lions recent test series played for a magnificent Waterford Crystal creation. The cup
bears the marks of both the Wallabies and the Lions, and also the image of the only Australian born rugby union player
in history to have played for both the Wallabies and the British Isles, the above named Tom “Rusty” Richards. Charters
Towers can boast that the great one began his illustrious rugby career after moving to this burgeoning gold city in the
late 1800s with his family. Richards travelled to Charters towers from Vegetable Creek, NSW, where he was born in 1882
amongst the bark and galvanised iron humpies of the mining camp. He moved with his mother and four brothers to
meet up with his father who had come to the city chasing gold. While in Charters Towers, his brother Bill was chosen to
represent Queensland against NSW and the younger Tom saw rugby as his chance to escape the difficult life of the
goldfields.
Tom Richards was a legend in his own time, Australia’s first rugby troubadour. He played for The Mines in
Johannesburg, two matches for Transvaal in the 1906 Currie Cup, a stint in English club rugby playing for Bristol in
England and representing Gloucestershire, won the club championship playing for Toulouse in France and played for the
Manly club in Sydney. He was truly one of the greats of Australian rugby.
Rusty was inducted into the North Queensland Sporting Hall of Fame on July 16, 1996. The Charters Towers Rugby
Union Club has possession of a plaque acknowledging that Richards’ career started in the city.
Unfortunately, Rugby Union faded from the scene until a meeting on 20 October 1980 involving Warren Inch, Bob
Armstrong, Jim Geaney and Peter Hulthen resulted in the reformation of the game in Charters Towers. The new
committee consisted of Patron Dr Jock Allingham, President Bob Armstrong, Vice President Jim Geaney, Secretary Peter
Hulthen and Assistant Secretary Warren Inch. Armstrong was Captain/Coach. A reserve grade team was entered in the
1981 Townsville District Rugby Union competition (TDRU). Charters Towers achieved a third placing that year and was
runner up in 1982. Superfast policeman Jim McMahon represented Townsville on the wing in 1981. The side was
Reserve Grade Premiers in 1983 and 1984. Captain/Coach John McIneiry and Greg Smith represented Townsville against
the All Black Andy Hayden’s Ponsonby team in 1983, and 1984 saw Greg Smith and Geoff Lawler represent Townsville
and North Queensland.
The club entered into the A Grade competition in 1985 under the guidance of Captain/Coach Geoff Lawler. After a slow
start the Towers stormed home to a creditable performance. Greg Smith and Lawler represented Queensland Country
in that inaugural A Grade year and also in 1986. In 1987, Charters Towers failed by one point to make the finals. Ian
Martineau was North Queensland Captain and both he and Lawler represented Queensland Country. Charters Towers
made its first appearance in the semi-finals in 1989 under Armstrong’s guidance. Charters Towers players to have also
represented the Townsville Brolgas include Joe Vitelli (1988-89), Joe Siui (1995-2001), Gil Griffiths (1998-1999), Adrian
Costello (2000) and Peter Fry (1999-2001). Since reforming, the Bulls have hosted Townsville representative side games,
and international club sides from New Zealand, Canada and England. The club also holds an annual school Tenz
competition in October. The year 2000 saw the formation of the women’s team, The Bullettes, joining the competitive A
Grade and Reserve Grade teams. In that Year Ted Vinson was awarded the Australian Sports Medal for Rugby.
In 2001 the club fielded its first under 17 junior team and expanded with an under 13 side in 2006. Since then the
juniors have flourished, drawing its players from local residents and the three boarding schools, All Souls, Columba
Catholic College and BTC College. The Bulls are proud that they give country kids, many from the bush who have had
little or no contact with the game, an opportunity to experience rugby. Always starting off tentatively as under 13s and
finishing strongly as under 17s, resulting in premiership wins under 14 (2006), under 16 (2009), under 17 (2015,2016).
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In 2003 the closure of mines in the Charters Towers area resulted in many residents relocating for employment and this
greatly impacted on the Bulls playing roster forcing the club to drop out of the A Grade competition and compete in the
lower grade with some success, under 19s premiership 2011, 3rd Grade premiers in 2013 and 2016.
In 2016 a decision was made to once again step up to A Grade. The club needed to give the former juniors an
opportunity to keep representing the Bulls at a higher level. A recruitment drive targeting such former players was
successful giving the club an opportunity to field both A and Reserve Grades in the 2017 senior competition.
In the 50th year anniversary of the TDRU, The Charters Towers Bulls have the biggest number of teams in its history,
Walla, U10s, U11s, U13s, U14s, U15s and U 17s, U17 girls, reserve and A Grade. A credit to all the patrons, Life
Members and former club presidents for their vision into the future of the now CT Bulls.

Ingham
2012
2012 has been a challenging year for the Ingham Rugby Club with the metaphor of trying to win ‘The Cox Plate’ from barrier
14 coming to mind. Despite the seniors finishing fourth it was a constant struggle through the season with a lack of local based
players. The affiliation with Ross River benefited our club and we hope that this can continue into the future and strengthen
both clubs in their own right. A pleasing aspect of the year was somehow managing to get an Under 17 side from nowhere
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and exposing these lads to Rugby. Despite being on the end of some big score lines the boys persisted until the last couple of
weeks.
Congratulations to Khalid Elkhaligi and Kurtis Cassady for being the ‘Best and Fairest’ in their respective grades and to the
clubs Brolga representatives, Hayden Gaut and Kurtis Cassady. Post season the club has made a concerted effort to run junior
programs in our community with the emphasis on targeting Under 12s or 13s. Despite the frustrations of developing Rugby in
Ingham the club will continue to work hard to build its profile in the district. We would like to thank all players and clubs that
made the trip to Ingham for games in 2012 as this is a key element for growth of this sport in the community.
2013
2013 has been a positive year for the Ingham Cutters Rugby Club despite again falling short of making the club’s first Grand
final appearance. The Cutters won the minor premiership in the 3rd grade competition and beat the eventually winners of the
competition on three occasions during the season. It was a frustrating finish based on the development the club experienced
this year. Perhaps the most positive aspects was the retention of a number of younger players from our junior team last year
with the prospects of more of these boys playing with the club next year. The number of local players also expanded to
allowing training to improve and exposure of the sport in our community. The club also hosted its ‘10 Year Reunion’ after
being reformed and 60 ex-players gathered to celebrate the occasion. Sean Gunston announced his retirement from player
after his 10 year involvement as a founding player, coach, secretary and past president. Thanks for your efforts Gunna.
2014
2014 has been a positive year for the Ingham Cutters Rugby Club with the club’s first Grand final appearance in the third grade
competition. The Cutters won the minor premiership and it was great to see Scrum half Ben McLeay rewarded as Player of the
Year in the Townsville competition after his consistent efforts over the season. 12 | 2014 TDRU Annual Report Perhaps the
most positive aspect was the number of younger players who are still eligible Under 19s who played with the club this year. It
was a great mix of experience and youth and we hope that these guys come back next year and embrace the culture at the
Ingham Cutters. The number of local players also expanded to allowing training to improve and exposure of the sport in our
community. We also extended our involvement in the primary schools this year by running a 8 week afternoon program that
culminated in a Friday afternoon match where parents and the school community saw the boys and girls in grades 3 – 7 have a
go at the game they play in heaven. I would like to thanks all those in the Townsville Rugby community for their participation
and look forward to what 2015 will bring
2015
2015 has been a interesting year for the Ingham Cutters Rugby Club with a solid performance in the competition despite never
reaching potential. The club saw a lot of players cycle through the club with injuries and player movements being a common
trend. Perhaps the most positive aspects were the gain of a few of the local Rugby League players to try their hand at the code
and see the benefits of what Rugby has to offer. The number of local players also expanded allowing training to improve and
exposure of the sport in our community.
The local paper contributed to promoting the club with stories featuring consistently across the season. In the off season the
club is endeavouring to get some school Rugby 7s going between the local high schools in the district with the aim students to
get a taste of the code. On behalf of Ingham Rugby I would like to thank all who contributed to the Townsville and Districts
Rugby Union 2015 season whether it be playing, organising, officiating, volunteering or supporting.
2016
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2016 has been an enjoyable year for the Ingham Cutters Rugby Club with a great number of players contributing to the minor
premiership in the 3rds competition. The club saw a fair percentage of new players try the code from our district and enjoy
what our club and Rugby have to offer. Despite falling short in our performance in the Grand Final there was much to take
away from the 2016 season and I’d like to think that many who contributed this season will return for 2017. The most positive
aspect is perhaps the involvement of a group of younger players who took on leadership roles on the field and as volunteers.
On behalf of Ingham Rugby I would like to thank all who contributed to the Townsville and Districts Rugby Union 2016 season
whether it be playing, organising, officiating, volunteering or supporting.
2017
2017 has been testing year for the Ingham Cutters Rugby Club with injuries, work and other commitments impacting the
consistency of available players for the senior men’s side. The club saw a fair percentage of new players try the code from our
district and enjoy what our club and Rugby have to offer. Despite falling short of the ultimate goal of the Grand Final, there
was much to take away from the 2017 season and I’d like to think that many who contributed this season will return for
2018. One of the positive aspects is perhaps the involvement of a group of younger players who took on leadership roles on
the field and as volunteers. The club also embarked on a plan to get more kids in local high schools trying Rugby with a Rugby
7s Carnival held between Ingham High, Gilroy Santa Maria and Abergowrie Colleges. The night was a great success in the
community and will hopefully become a permanent annual event and perhaps translate to some juniors in our club. On behalf
of Ingham Rugby I would like to thank all who contributed to the Townsville and Districts Rugby Union 2017 season whether it
be playing, organising, officiating, volunteering or supporting.
2018
2018 has been testing but in some way’s successful year for the Ingham Cutters Rugby Club with injuries, work and other
commitments impacting the consistency of available players for the senior men’s side. The club saw a fair percentage of new
players try the code from our district and enjoy what our club and Rugby have to offer. Despite winning Grand Final we feel
the disrupted 3rd Grade competition clouded a successful year due to a lack of games due to forfeits and continuous breaks in
a three-team competition. The impact saw a dwindling in training numbers and new players going elsewhere for games to
supplement this. Despite this there were still many positives that have come along this season and I would hope that Ingham
Rugby will be stronger for it in 2019.

Last year the club embarked on a plan to get more kids in local high schools trying Rugby with a Rugby 7s Carnival held
between Ingham High, Gilroy Santa Maria and Abergowrie Colleges
We would like to see this return in 2019 and keep it as an annual event to grow rugby union in this district. On behalf of
Ingham Rugby I would like to thank all who contributed to the Townsville and Districts Rugby Union 2018 season whether it be
playing, organising, officiating, volunteering or supporting.
2019
2019 has been a very successful year for the Ingham Cutters Rugby club, that has seen our little one team club grow to
having four teams. Two of these were girls sides in the newly formed Under 14's and 16's competitions, a first for the Cutters
and for the greater Ingham district offering an avenue for girls to be able to put on boots and play a sport that we love. In the
under 11's we welcomed a group of kids who had played no Rugby, becoming the youngest ever side in our club’s
history. Many of the team had never played team sports before they quickly picked up the skills and at the back end of the
season were putting together some good Rugby skills that were very competitive with some of the bigger clubs. We are
continuing to grow rugby in Ingham through our Rugby school 7's which has been very successful in the past years in expose
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young people to the great game that is Rugby Union. On the senior front our men’s side got the opportunity to compete in
2nd Grade again and we proved to be a force in the competition finishing 3rd in the finals. It was a positive result for the club
that will hopefully attract more players from our local district.
We look forward in coming back next year a bigger and stronger club with a focus on growing our junior sides. On behalf of
Ingham Rugby I would like to thank all who contributed to the Townsville and Districts Rugby Union 2019 season whether it be
playing, organising, officiating, volunteering or supporting.

North Ward Old Boys
2012
The North Ward Old Boys RUC has enjoyed plenty of success this season. 2012 saw our registered player base increase
to 150 players with all grades making the finals for the first time in the clubs short history and foundation club player,
Scott O’Neill playing his 200th 1st Grade game for the club.
Although injuries took their toll earlier in the season, First Grade fielded a competitive team week in week out with the
help of the lower grades stepping up finished in 3rd place losing to the premiership winning Brothers team in the Semi
Finals. Second grade’s consistent performance was rewarded with the minor premiership and a berth in the Grand Final.
Unfortunately, the boys just weren’t good enough on the day going down by a point.
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Third grade had a tough year but maintained integrity when confronted with trying circumstances and made it into the
semi finals again. Our U19’s consistently improved throughout the year and represent an important part of our
operation growing towards the future, they finished in the semi finals narrowly missing out on a Grand Final
appearance.
The club must congratulate Representative players Andrew Beric and Thomas Butcher making the Townsville and North
Queensland U19’s teams as well as the Queensland country U20’s side along with Jaidyn Yeatman and Nick Rowling who
both featured in the Brolgas U19s, Scott O’Neill, Daniel Withers and Paul Mackin all featured for the A Grade Brolgas,
with O’Neill making the North Queensland team and being a standout in the teams win over South Queensland.
The Inaugural Joseph Acton Memorial Game was played in June at the Burdekin Canetoad’s home ground and was a
great outing for the club and all involved including the Acton family. This game will be played every year to honour a
great clubman and a personality that will be missed by our club. Congratulations also must go to First Grade coach Trent
Johnston who won the prestigious Joe Acton Memorial Clubman of the year award for his outstanding efforts as a coach,
committee member and player.
Without the commitment by the coaches and players throughout the season, the year could not have been the success
that it was for our club.
2013
The 2013 rugby season started with plenty of promise for North Ward Old Boys with excellent player numbers signing
up. All up this year we had some 180 players registered with the club fielding teams in all three senior grades, Under
19’s and (ultimately) the ladies rugby comp. We started the season with a successful 7’s day at the Sports reserve to
which we invited other clubs to compete. This was the second year we have run the 7’s day and no doubt it will become
a regular season starter. Early regular season games were competitive across all grades but often lacked a good finish
and a number of missed opportunities came back to haunt us later in the season with missed bonus points creating a
gap for our senior team that ultimately was the difference when finals came around. Season ending injuries and player
losses during Operation Talisman Sabre placed significant pressure on the senior teams and many 2nd and 3rd grade
players were often given the opportunity to step into A grade, and to their credit performed well. A highlight of the year
was the start of the Ladies competition and the NWOB club was more than happy to welcome the ladies team and coach
Matt Rigano. The ladies added some great character to training nights and were well supported on game night by all.
Ultimately the club ended the season with four teams in the finals, the ladies, under 19’s , 2nd grade and 3rd grade. The
ladies went on to win the maiden (no pun intended) premiership and 3rd grade finished runner up in the grand final, so
all up a pretty good year. The club was well represented in Brolga teams including Scott O’Neil, Dan Withers and Brett
Parker in the senior team Planning has begun for 2014 and gain we look forward to fielding teams in all grades as well as
continuing to encourage rugby in our junior associates, Townsville Grammar School and North Ward Sand Crabs. We
thank Terry, Dan, Denise, Blair and Patrick for an excellent year of rugby. Finally, I would like to pass on my best wishes
to Peter Hulthen who has recently stood down as the Sandcrabs president. Peter established Sandcrabs and has been
the backbone of that club for many years, well done mate.
2014
The 2014 rugby season began early at North Ward Old Boys with some excellent offseason training in association with
local AFL side University Hawks and fitness guru Brent Goriss. By late January new Head coach John Gilmore had taken
over the training regime and was quickly introducing the club to a range of new fitness drills with John’s selection of
“interesting”( but odd) names. Often these were greeted by loud groans from any ex Grammar boys who had trained
under John during their school days . With any new Head coach comes new playing styles and John quickly introduced
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the club to the style of play he was looking for. Sign on numbers were down slightly from last year though we retained a
good core group across all three senior men’s grades. Our ladies team were well down on numbers this year and
although the ladies tried hard and had lots of fun they were unsuccessful at defending their premiership title from 2013.
Player numbers were also a constant problem for our Under 19’s who regularly played with less than 15 and no bench.
Despite this the lads were always competitive and when they could muster 15 or more were able to post some
reasonable wins. Although disappointed to exit the finals in the first week the team showed some great heart and
proved that they can be a team to cause upsets. A number of the players received call ups to senior grades with several
including Jack Horton and Nick Delaney making their A grade debut. A number of the lads also enjoyed representative
games, either for Brolgas or Mackay. In the senior men’s ranks our A grade side had a fairly slow start to the year as it
adjusted to the new playing style, while both Reserve grade and Third grade started well. Reserve grade adapted well to
the new plays and maintained a good winning record throughout the season and despite some close tussles with
Charters Towers and Brothers, ultimately took out the minor and major premierships. A just reward to coach Richard
Lehman and a well-disciplined side.
The only blemish being the loss (again) to Burdekin for the Joe Acton Memorial Shield. Our Third grade side again
enjoyed a fairly successful year maintaining a steady spot at 3rd on the ladder for much of the year. However, unlike
2013, were unable to cause an upset in the preliminary final and missed the grand final for only the second time.
Throughout the season our A grade team showed excellent patches of “what could be” but unfortunately too many
narrow losses ultimately cost the side a finals berth. Overall 2014 was a reasonably satisfying year with some good on
field success and the off field social events providing regular highlights to both players and supporters. With all coaches
returning for 2015 we are looking forward to a strong run in the 2015 season. We would like to thank everyone at the
TDRU for hosting a great year of rugby.
2015
As it always does, planning for season 2015 began shortly after season 2014 ended, and there was much excitement
amongst the group as we looked to some changes for the new season. Unfortunately that all stalled when news arrived
of pending insurance levy hikes proposed by the ARU and QRU, and plans were put in place to minimise the impact to
both players and club. Fortunately, with the great work by the TDRU and other QLD Country Unions some sanity
prevailed . Regardless player numbers were down for the start of the year and remained so across all grades other than
our U 19’s who for the first time in several seasons actually had a reserve bench, on several occasions anyway. Our
season began with promise, with all teams competing well. Player numbers continued to hamper team selection
throughout the year, particularly for the two senior men’s teams and our ladies team, who competed bravely while
rarely having a full team. Despite this the club finished the season with all four men’s teams making the finals, the first
time in our club’s history and a result of the excellent work of our coaching group , particularly senior coaches John
Gilmore and Richard Lehmann. Ultimately our First grade finished the regular season in 4th place and with a superb
effort made it through to the second week of the finals, ultimately stopped by the eventual premiers.
Our Reserve grade defending premiers who were regularly decimated by call ups to A grade also made it through to the
second week of the finals and went down, again to the ultimate premiers. Grand final day saw our Under 19’s and our
3rd grade men’s side feature with the U 19’s going down to a very strong Teachers West team in a very hard-fought
game. Our Third grade side enjoyed an excellent year, competing strongly throughout the season and only tasting defeat
three times. Despite missing the minor premiership to Charters Towers Bulls on a For and Against count, the boys went
on to secure the premiership in a very close finish Grand Final. Overall a great year for the club and my sincere thanks to
all of our club members for their efforts, but particularly our coaching and management staff, and our small but very
loyal group of sponsors.
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I would also like to thank Terry, Denise, Dan and the young ladies and gents at the TDRU for all of their hard work
putting together another great year of rugby.
2016
Following a strong season 2015 much was expected in 2016 however it became obvious very early that our player
numbers were going to be down even further than how we had finished the year before. Retirements and carry over
injuries left the senior grades very short and with most of our 19’s moving up to senior grade numbers there were also
looking a bit short. Nevertheless we fielded teams in all senior men’s grades, Under 19’s and the Ladies comp.
First grade had a tough year victories few and far between. Our depth, particularly in key positions, was challenged as
the season progressed. Many players were selected in A grade either straight out of colts or early in their rugby careers
and our inexperience showed at crucial times. The core of the team worked hard but was cruelled by injuries and results
were a reflection of the revolving door of players particularly late in the season. The development of many players who
had predominantly only lower grade experience into first graders was a season highlight and should bode well for 2017.
The pressure on availability for A grade was felt across the senior grades resulting in inconsistent team selections for
Reserve grade and Thirds.
Ultimately only Reserve grade made it through to the finals, but our campaign ended early with the team battling
cohesion and player availability. Possibly the less said about the u19’s competition the better, it was disappointing, but
my hat off to the boys who struggled on despite regularly having only 10 players or less. Certaintly the highlight for us
was the resurgence of the ladies team, who really came home with a charge and only just missed out on the finals. The
ladies were soundly beaten early in the season, but found fitness and form to challenge well over the last half, well
done. We now look forward to rebuilding in 2017.
Thanks to all at the TDRU for your hard work. I wish you all a safe off season and look forward to seeing you next year as
we celebrate 50 years of the TDRU.
2017
With the 2017 season now behind us it is a good time to look back and reflect on the highs and lows of another year of
Rugby.
For North Ward Old Boys, it was the first season that we had combined with our junior neighbours, North Ward Sand
Crabs, to form the North Ward Rugby Football Club. And what a great move this has been. Although the Sandy’s have
been on a rebuild themselves the interaction between the big boys and the little fella’s has been a delight to watch, and
a bucket load of laughs.
The Junior Sandcrabs rebuilt well over the season with teams in under 8’s, 10’s and 11’s. They have effectively doubled
their player base from 2016 and these kids are great fun and love their footy. Numbers kept growing during the year and
they finished strongly.
The introduction of the Teenage girl’s competition was a great success, with a good roll up from St Pat’s, Townsville
Grammar and Town High. So, thanks to Jane and Edwina for a year of great fun.
On the serious side, our 2016 season had been tough and we were looking to rebuild in 2017. With player numbers well
down we unfortunately had to register senior teams for A grade, Reserve grade, and of course our Ladies team. This was
disappointing given that our club had started from an Under 19’s team of mates who just wanted to keep playing footy
together, and this was the first time we had not competed in 3rd grade since its inception. That said, we were not
prepared to spread players thin again like we had to do in 2016.
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Preseason training started early and the players were keen for our (now) annual preseason trial game against Barron
Trinity, the reigning Cairns premiers. This year it was our turn to travel and a great weekend was had, I recommend it.
The regular season started well despite many new combinations, however our depth was soon tested with a string of
injuries and work commitments (apparently). This pretty much set the tone for our season, a good result with the full
squad followed by a narrow loss, then a good smacking, rebuild and go again. Our core group of players battled strongly
all season and showed great character with some very narrow losses to the eventual grand finalists.
Our 1st grade semi-final game against Burdekin was an absolute cracker, from both teams. Finishing even at full time the
game went to overtime and was only decided at the absolute death, and after 100 minutes of football. A tough loss, but
a pretty fair representation of our season.
Our Reserve grade team followed a similar pattern, and ultimately finished the season on the same day.
Our Ladies were a revelation, they started with low numbers and plenty of losses, but built steadily under coach Dan
Mckie, and came home with a wet sail. So as a season goes it was ultimately a vast improvement on 2016 and I am sure
that we will continue to rebuild in 2018. Thanks must go to all of our coaches for their efforts over a long and often hard
season.
Thanks also to Terry, Dan and the DO’s for their great efforts in what was a pretty tough season at times.
2018
In 2018 the North Ward Rugby Club celebrated it’s 20th year as part of the TDRU competition.
Originally formed as Grammar Old Boys the club changed it’s name to North Ward Old Boys in 2009 and at the same
time changed it’s playing strip to align with the North Ward Junior Rugby Club, the Sandcrabs, with whom we have
recently amalgamated to form North Ward Rugby Club.
To mark the 20 years the 2018 season was played in a replica of the club’s original playing strip. A reunion of past and
present players was held in August and was attended by over 100 players, coaches and supporters. Life memberships
were awarded to Richard Lehman and Scott O’Neil.

Our 20th year coincided with a return of the competition to an U18 age group.Working closely with the Townsville
Grammar School, the club was able to field a team that was full of talent but was often left short of full numbers. Overall
a fun season for coach Zane Biffanti.
Our Ladies team also suffered from player shortages but built well during the season and recorded some excellent
results as the season drew to a close. The addition of teenage lady’s rugby to the junior competition should strengthen
this team in 2019.
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Our Senior Mens teams enjoyed a mixed season. Reserve grade played consistent rugby and ultimately finished the
season in 3rd place, ending with a narrow loss to Charters Towers in the Semi finals. A grade endured a mixed season
with strong results often followed by a narrow loss and some heavy losses to the top two sides, Teachers Wests and
Brothers. Narrow losses to Burdekin during the regular season were finally avenged in the semi final with an excellent
score and possibly our best game of the season.
The team backed it up with a strong performance against Brothers in the preliminary final but were let down by short
lapses either side of half time.
Overall a good end to the season and something to build onto for 2019.
Juniors
This year we entered 6 teams in the junior division, an increase from 4 in 2017, two under 8 teams, two under 10 teams,
an U11 side and an U12 side. All teams had great numbers with the exception of our U12 team which was supported for
the duration of our season by the U11's. In total we had about 80 junior registered players. All teams performed well
during the season.
2018 also saw us enter 3 teams of girls in the newly formed teenage girls division. We fielded 2 U16 teams with the aid
of players being dispensed to play up as well as an U18 side. One of our U16 teams went on to finish the season in
second, losing the grand final to a talented Charters Towers side. Our teenage girls squad has proved to be a huge
success for the club this year, with approximately 40 girls registered to play. We also had 6 girls attend the state
championships held on the Gold Coast this year.
Our club has enjoyed great feedback from parents, players and volunteers this season and we are expecting a bigger and
better year in 2020.
2019
Season 2019 saw the North Ward Rugby Union Club continue to successfully grow from the merger of North Ward Old
Boys and North Ward Sandcrabs, fielding teams in- U8’s, - U10’s- U12’s -U14 Teenage Girls -U16 Teenage Girls -U18
Teenage Girls- U17 Boys- Senior Womens- Mens 3rd grade Mens 2nd grade and Mens 1st grade.
Juniors / Teenage Girls / Teenage Boys
U8 fielded 2 full strength sides, which, had it been known at the beginning of the season, could have been expanded to
3. Both coaches worked very well with the young kids and will be back next season.
U10 again fielded 2 full strength teams. With final ladder positions of 5th and 6th, a couple of narrow losses meant that
finals footy was just missed, but the signs are promising for future years when these kids combine.
U11 again fielded 2 full strength teams. U11 red (3rd) made it to the grand final, with U11 Blue (4th) eliminated by Red
the week before. High hopes are held for this age division next year in pursuit of a premiership.
U12 had a difficult year but enjoyed generally good numbers, with the assistance of a core group of U11 players. Several
narrow losses lead to a ladder position which may not have flattered this team who always gave 100%.
U14 Teenage Girls. A strong campaign culminating in the junior clubs first premiership in many years. A great reward for
the girls involved and the vision of the club to identify the potential for female participation in Rugby.
U16 Teenage girls. Had a year of fair results culminating in a finish of 3rd on the ladder. With many of the U14 girls
moving up, we are looking to build on this result for next season.
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U18 Teenage Girls. Had a couple of wins for the year, and whilst the results on paper may not have been there, they
competed well. As the only club to field a team in all three categories this year, we will be looking to build on this
position next year.
U17 Teenage Boys. When Grammar could not field a full team we gladly accepted these lads, and over the course of the
early rounds, added extra players. A tough season for the boys, but ultimately, they secured 2 wins, which was a great
reward for hard work.
Senior Men and Ladies
A core of senior players began preseason training in December, considerably earlier than previous years and in hindsight
a great move given the interruption to preseason by the February flood.
Men’s senior player numbers were strong, leading to the club fielding a 3rd grade side when that competition started in
May. A grade enjoyed a strong season under new coach and club legend Scott O’Neill, finishing the season in 3rd place
and narrowly missing a grand final berth with a preliminary final loss to Army. Reserve grade had a mixed season often
paying the price for A grade call ups, but some good wins and some narrow losses suggest that this side can mix it with
the rest.
Our late starter 3rd grade enjoyed a slow start, coming up against some strong competition, but ultimately getting it
together and coming home with wind in the sails to book a berth in the grand final where they went down to a strong
Brothers outfit determined to make up for missing finals footy in A grade .Our Senior Women player numbers were
strong on paper, but inconsistent on game days. The ladies regularly played with no reserves, but this brought out there
best with regular good wins leading to overall third place.
Overall a pleasing season and definitely something to build on. My thanks to all the volunteers who help make the
season happen. Congratulations to all the clubs and players for a very enjoyable year of rugby

North Ward Sandcrabs
2012
2012 has been a productive year for the club with six out of seven teams making it to the finals.
Four of these teams were all narrowly defeated in the lead up to the grand final. Under ten red were undefeated minor
premiers but were upset in the final by Grammar Gold. Under 14 were also runners-up
We had coaches and managers for all the teams and I want to thank all of you for your commitment in teaching the players
the skills and values necessary to play such good rugby and become good people. Parents and supporters would have noticed
the improvement over the season.
Our club has grown to well over 120 players. We have also been supported by Trent Johnston and the North Ward Old Boys.
They provide financial incentives to their players to come and coach the juniors and this year Dean Amos and Joshua Storey
gave up their free time to assist our club. Having so many teams this year required many volunteer hours on the part of many
people. This is sometimes forgotten in the heat of battle. My job was made a lot easier by having a manager for each team.
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Our aim next year is to have all managers inputting results into the ARU website and even preparing their own team sheets.
One or two already carry out these tasks.
Most training sessions for most teams have been well attended. Trophies awarded by the club are for players who have an allround commitment to training as well as games. Twelve boys made Brolgas this year to travel to Toowoomba for the State
Titles. Two boys were selected in the merit National Indigenous Under 16 Team.
Thanks to the TDRU for their patience, help and moral support. Well done to Tom Vinson for juggling the draw and doing such
a professional job. It is encouraging that the ARU are conducting their Junior Gold Program in Townsville. This can only lead to
better things for the Wallabies and local rugby.
2013 is our tenth year of operation and we look forward to another good year.
2013
2013 has been a productive year for the club with three out of five teams making it to the finals. Four of these teams were all
narrowly defeated in the lead up to the grand final. Under eleven and under fifteen were our most successful teams but both
were upset in the preliminary final. Under Eleven drew with Grammar Gold but were one point behind them on the ladder so
Grammar Gold progressed to the Grand Final. Under fifteen lost their preliminary final game by five points to eventual
premiers Brothers. We had good numbers initially in under 17. This team narrowly missed out on the finals and were the team
most feared by oppositions due to their powerful scrum. Hopefully a number of these boys will progress to North Ward Old
Boys Under 19.
Meetings have taken place with the North Ward Old Boys to prepare for amalgamation in 2015 depending on the
management and members of both clubs. We welcomed a new coach, Matthew Carty from the Old Boys who worked with the
under 17. Having so many teams this year required many volunteer hours on the part of many people. This is sometimes
forgotten in the heat of battle. My job was made a lot easier by having a manager for each team. Thanks to Emma, Cindy,
Rachel, Kaylene and Sandra. The club had a mix of experienced coaches and some younger mentors. Thanks to Lachlan,
Vincenzo, Marco, Donald, Wayne and Matthew. Also, thanks to all other club helpers and assistant coaches. Tireless
contributor, Peter McCagh was honoured at our Awards Function as the Best Club Man for 2013. Our sponsors kept the
players on the field and Jenny Roberts was our special projects officer. A special tenth anniversary polo shirt and club tie were
on sale this year. Most training sessions for most teams have been well attended.
Trophies awarded by the club are for players who have an all round commitment to training as well as games. Nine boys made
Brolgas this year to play Cairns and or to travel to Pine Rivers for the State Titles. John Salee was selected in National
Indigenous under 17 Team which toured France. Thanks to the staff of the TDRU for their patience, help and moral support.
Once again thanks to Michael White and the match officials who have such a challenging job. 2013 was our tenth year of
operation and was celebrated by a special dinner at the Great Northern Hotel.
2014
2014 has seen a big change for the North Ward Junior Rugby Club. We said Goodbye to Peter Hulthen as our President. We
honoured Peter with the Club’s inaugural Life Membership. This was not a hard decision. This year saw us enter our first
Under 8’s team. Yes, we struggled for numbers, and we deeply thank the other clubs for their subs during the year. This team
was added to our already established U10, 11, 12, 13 and 16 sides that competed in the TDRU Competition. A special mention
must go to the U12 and U13 teams that made the Grand Final for their competitions this year – congratulations! It has been a
learning year for me. Thank you to those who have listened to me, given me constructive criticism and given me advice on the
things that happen behind the scenes. To me it is not about winning, it is about getting our kids the chance and opportunity to
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play Rugby Union. Sportsmanship is far more important than winning the game itself. Preparation for the 2015 season has
already begun.
North Ward Sandcrabs and North Ward Old Boys merged in 2015

Ross River Redskins
2012
After securing the horrendous financial position of the club in 2011 the club looked forward to working on some better results
on the field in season 2012. Disappointingly the club was relegated to 3rd grade instead of fielding a team in the desired 2nd
grade competition. Thus the club found itself having to provide Townsville based players from 3rd grade when we had player
shortages in our first grade team. This proved to be a significant challenge in the middle of the year when we lost almost our
entire 1st grade team to Army and International Student commitments. Putting this aside the 1st grade team managed to
have a few wins and finished the season in 5th place. The club 3rd grade team went through the year without a loss and won
their Grand Final. It was nice for the club to competing on the Grand Final day but the club’s main focus for season 2013 and
beyond is to
be playing 1st Grade finals games. The Ross River Redskins finished the season in a very strong financial position compared to
the start of the year and are looking forward to competing in season 2013 from a strong starting position.
2013
Season 2013 was the most enjoyable season for many years for the Ross River Redskins club. The club achieved its goal from
the previous year which was to become competitive in first grade and also play finals rugby. First grade finished in third spot
and fell one win away from the Grand Final which was more than we had hoped for. Most importantly for the long term future
of the club we returned to the junior ranks with the formation of an under 17’s team which over delivered and finished in 4th
spot. Redskin’s goals for season 2014 are to have two junior teams and to be competitive in both 1st and 2nd grade. Off the
field the club finished season 2013 in a significantly stronger financial position to where we started.
2014
Season 2014 saw the Ross River Redskins make an A-grade Grand final which was a great result for the club as a whole. As a
club we are trying very hard to build a positive culture at the club while encouraging an exciting game plan for Rugby fans and
players to enjoy. Our senior club is continuing to become stronger across all grades and our goal is to be competitive in all
senior grades. We saw a ladies team start this year which was a great success by making the finals and I hope the ladies team
and competition continues into the future. With our juniors we had a competitive U17 side which played finals and an U19
side that fell away but as a club we are committed to this grade and will continue to work at this age group. Also in the future
we would love to grow our juniors with at least 2 more teams next season. As a club both on and off the field we believe the
Ross River Redskins are in a strong position and we have the members to continue to build on this.
2015
2015 saw the club play in the Ladies Grand Final. We also made the finals in 2nd grade and 1st grade. Our ladies went down in
the big one, but fought to the end, whilst both of our senior men’s teams bowed out in week 1 of the finals. Our U19’s
finished 5th missing the finals, finding the last round very tough to field a competitive team through injury and suspensions.
The year was our first year at our new home ground. After 20 years at Kirwan High School we moved out to the Murray
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sporting complex and into the Old Bindal Sharks home grounds. This move was initially on a hire agreement which remains in
place for the rest of 2015. A massive opportunity presented itself to our club to become 50% co lessees on the site for a
period of 30 year.
With the assistance of Col Harkness, we have progressed this process to the final stages. The Memorandum of understanding
is signed by all interested parties. We hosted homes games at this venue this season with the hope to having more in 2016
onwards. Ross River Redskins will have a permanent home on the banks of the Ross River, close to the City outstanding to
secure our long term future at one of the best grounds in the city. This new facility is on the doorstep of our new partner in
the lease. Southern Cross Catholic College. Additional to the Southern Cross Catholic College, William Ross State High School is
right across the road, with approx. 6 other feeder schools (Primary) all in very close proximity. This then leads me to my next
point, Juniors. We are committed to getting our juniors up and running in 2016. In a little under 2 years we will gather again to
celebrate 50 years of this great club. It would be amazing to have us all gathered to watch our U8’s start a day of Rugby at our
new home ground.
2016
We started at our new home grounds, which gave the club a good feeling. By early March we had secured a 30-year lease in
partnership with Southern Cross Catholic College, providing us with a venue for growth and long term stability.
The next major goal for our club was to put Redskins Juniors sides back in the competition. At season kick off we nominated
U8’s, U10’s and U12’s. A fantastic start to our Junior plans, with fantastic support from Fairfield Shopping Centre. Our juniors
enjoyed a great season, always enjoying their time on the field.
On the senior’s front, we fielded 4 teams in the beginning of the season, Ladies, 1st Grade, 2nd Grade and 3rd Grade. 3rd
Grade played the First round before the club made the decision to remove them and focus on 1st and 2nd grade. 2nd grade
toiled hard in every match, however struggled for continuity with different faces taking the field on a weekly basis. 1st grade
was competitive all year, being in the hunt in most matches until the final 15-20 minutes. A loss in the knockout ended our
rugby season.
Our ladies had a hard year with changing coaches fluctuating player numbers. To their credit they never gave up and
continued to put in until the very last game, even after some very hard matches. Full credit to our ladies for the efforts this
season.
As a club, our home games set some new challenges for us and became a learning curve within the club to see how people
stood up and worked with each other. As the season progressed the support and teamwork off the field strengthened each
and every time. We were very proud of how our club banded together and lifted for their part.
We are now planning to work with all surrounding school in our area on helping them grow their rugby knowledge and skill for
the juniors in Townsville.
2017
The 2017 season saw some tremendous highs for our club. We continued our steady growth in our junior ranks fielding U8’s,
U10’s and U11’s. Our U10’s and 11’s, both making the finals, with the U11’s making it all the way to the big dance,
unfortunately going down in that match. The club was extremely proud of all of our juniors.
We also had the privilege of celebrating our clubs 50th anniversary. (along with the TDRU) Our celebrations went on for the
duration of the weekend with fantastic Rugby, and wonderful company. Over 100 of our old boys (and Ladies) all converged
on Townsville to celebrate with the current club members. Our Sunday nostalgic recovery tour took in some old haunts,
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including the original Wounded Knee, with the current owner inviting all those present under his house into the old bar area
of the original clubhouse. We finished off the day at our new Clubhouse. There is a newfound excitement and passion coming
back in from those players from years gone by.
We are looking forward to our 2018 season and improving on our 2017 senior results whilst further growing our junior ranks.
2018
Ross River Redskins entered five teams into the TDRU competition in 2018, U10, U1, U12 1st grade and 2nd grade.
Under 10’s were the most successful winning the Grand Final and becoming 2018 Premiers.
2019
2019 was a great season for the Ross River Redskins. We won premierships in the under 11 and under 13 grades, but more
importantly, introduced many new kids and families to rugby and our club. Our under 13 team featured many new players to
rugby, including a cohort of boys from Cape York who are now living in Townsville at NRL Cowboys House. One of these boys,
Riley Waia-Dau, went on to represent Queensland Country against City after starring for the Brolgas at the junior state
championships. We proudly play our home matches at the Bindal Sports Ground, and plan to be a leading club in supporting
indigenous players to thrive in rugby and in life.
As a relatively new junior club, we are still building our player depth. We nominated an under 12 side, but unfortunately
couldn't find a full squad and had to withdraw the team. However, we have to thank the Burdekin Rugby Club as all of the
boys in that team were welcomed into a combined 'River Toads' side that played competitively for the remainder of the
season. Such partnerships and arrangements can keep players who otherwise might not play, so should be encouraged in the
rules and systems.
Redskins senior rugby ended 2018 with a series of forfeits, and something needed to change in 2019. This need culminated in
a very successful partnership with the Lavarack Army Rugby Club. The LARC team played their way to a A Grade grand final in
their first season in the competition, and importantly brought a lot of new faces to the TDRU competition. While the team
played as LARCs, several Redskins 'civilian' players earned their positions in the team throughout the season and featured in
the grand final. The LARC partnership also allowed us to field a Ladies side for the first time in several seasons, and we intend
to build our ladies and girls rugby for seasons to come.
No sporting clubs exist without two key ingredients - volunteers and sponsors. We thank both and encourage all of our
players, parents and friends to see if they can contribute to the Redskins success in the future.

27 | P a g e

Teachers West
The Early Days - Teachers
The Townsville Teachers Training College opened for business in 1969. Jim Gannon who worked in the science laboratories as a
young technician recalled, “This was the inaugural year of the Townsville Teachers College. There was no time to organise teams in
local competitions as student intakes and sporting talents were unclear. Those students wishing to pursue their sporting interests
were invited to join local sports clubs throughout Townsville.
For rugby players that usually meant University Rugby League or Union Clubs.”
In 1970, Chris Hannam had the idea, that with support of Ian Wren, the Registrar at Teachers College, we would have a good chance
of forming a Teachers Team.
Ian Wren and Keith Sargent, who was also a member of the administration team, canvassed the support from the College hierarchy,
Ross McKee, the College Principal and John Armstrong, his 2.I.C, with the result that a meeting was called- I think midway through
1970- the inaugural Teachers Rugby Committee was formed with John Roots as President, and Jim Gannon (who was Lab assistant)
as Secretary/Treasurer.”

The Early Days - Western Districts Rugby Union Club
Michael Carey recalls that just a little later there was consideration of another Townsville rugby club.
“In late 1973 three friends, Michael Carey, Dick Butler and Reg Gillen were having a beer and mulling over an idea to form an
additional rugby club with a view to its participating in the TDRU competition the following year.
It was thought that the idea, if
feasible, would be attractive to
the TDRU on the basis that it
would eliminate the bye that
existed in the A Grade
competition at that time.
The three decided to consult with
others who might be of like mind.
Among those who became
involved were Jim Reaston, Steve
Jones, and others. The inaugural
coach was Angelo Alberts.”

Player Numbers - Lack of Them
Michael Carey continues, “It
became known late that year or
very early the following year
(1975) that many of the RAAF
players were either going to be
away for extended periods during
the 1975 season, or transferred
away altogether.
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At the same time, it was becoming apparent that the demographic at the local Teachers College had become almost the opposite of
what it had been in its early years. It was becoming difficult for the Teachers club to field two teams in the competition.
Carey and Butler discussed this matter between them and formed the view that a solution lay in a potential amalgamation between
the two clubs. Carey called Bruce Kennon, the Captain of the Teachers Club to sound him out about a possible amalgamation. Kennon
indicated he would contact the members of his Club.
All of this was carried out with considerable haste as the new season was fast approaching. Kennon responded shortly thereafter and
it was resolved to call a joint meeting of both clubs at the Teachers College to discuss the proposal amongst all the members present.
At that meeting, it was resolved that the clubs would amalgamate subject to TDRU approval.”

Life Members
The Club has honoured eighteen life members. Many of them are well known in the TDRU. In order of appointment they are, John
Roots, Eric Priory, Norm Hart, Terry Turner, Terry Shiells, Andrew Short, Stephen Jones, Wayne ‘Tunga’ Reaston, Stephen Eriksen,
Grant Barrie, Michael White, Brendan Hume, Greg Huppatz, Pita Thompson, Adrian Doyle, Peter Lamb, Marty Cram and Kristy
Bolton.
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The Patrons

The first person to take up the role of official Patron was Eric (Thumper) Priory. He was ex-British Army and had the
ramrod straight posture and handlebar moustache to prove it. His son, grandson and great grandson all played for
Teachers West in careers that span almost the entire existence of the Club.
Eric was followed by Lloyd Bell. Lloyd, a pharmacist by profession came to the Club because his four sons played in the
junior grades. He was a quintessential gentleman who would always see the bright side of any situation.
Following Lloyd’s death Beryl Barnes became the Club’s first female Patron in a move that honoured the Club’s early
history and the part she and her referee husband and TDRU legend, Ron played in the foundation of the Club.
In 2016 Club stalwart, Darryl Gilchrest was appointed Club Patron for five years after a review of the Patron’s role by the
Committee.
Peter Grigg – The Bluebag Bulldog Wallaby

Peter Grigg was the 619th Wallaby. His debut was against the All Blacks. He played 25 tests and scored 12 tries for
Australia. The Australian Rugby Union website records this tribute to Peter Grigg.
“Deep down he was probably proudest of the tribute paid about him by the celebrated and very successful coach Alan
Jones who in answering a question re what type of team he would like before the inaugural World Cup in 1987,
stated: “Give me a team of fifteen Peter Griggs. I want a Peter Grigg in every position in the forwards including the
front row and every position in the backs.” It was wonderful tribute to a great player who never took a backward
step to anyone. He smiled when he was compared to great props like Stan Pelecki.”
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Senior Premierships

In chronological order the list of Teachers West’s senior premierships make an impressive list. The first was just one year
after the In chronological order the list of Teachers West’s senior premierships make an impressive list. The first was just
one year after the amalgamation of Teachers and Western Districts in 1975: 1976 A Grade, 1979 A Grade, 1987 A Grade,
1990 A Grade and Under 19, 1991 Under 19, 1992 Under 19, 1993 A Grade, 1996 A Grade, 1997 Reserve Grade, 1999 A
Grade and Reserve Grade, 2000 Reserve Grade, 2003 A Grade, 2005 A Grade and Under 19, 2006 Reserve Grade, 2008 A
Grade, 2009 Under 19, 2010 Under 19, 2011 Second Grade, 2014 Under 19, 2015 A Grade and Under 19, 2016 A grade
and reserve grade, 2017 A grade and reserve grade, 2018 A grade and womens, 2019 A grade, reserve grade and
Womens. 2019 marked five First Grade premierships in a row for Teachers West.
Special mention must go to the A grade side of 2018 and 2019 who over the two seasons of regular matches averaged
an astounding 61 points for and only 4 points against. This team understandably had several members selected in the
Queensland Country teams of these seasons.
Players of the Year.
1975 Bruce Kennon

1986 Andrew Short

1997 Dave Kelly

2007 Chris Barlow

1976 Bruce Kennon

1987 Andrew Short

1998 Dave Kelly

2008 Apetia Matalau

1977 Bob Buchbach

1988 Shaun Williams

1999 Dave Kelly

2010 David FindlayHenaway

1978 Peter Grigg

1989 Shaun Williams

2000 Dave Kelly

2011 Riki Abraham

1979 Peter Grigg

1990 Ewan Bell

2000 Wayne Vonhoff

2012 Leo Pakome

1980 Peter Grigg

1991 Michael Searle

2001 Gil Griffiths

2013 Riki Abraham

1981 Andrew Short

1992 Paddy Pool

2002 Gil Griffiths

2014 Sam Keane

1982 Chris Mead

1993 Rod Pelling

2003 Chris Essery

2015 Kit Horwood

1983 Murray Smee

1994 Rod Pelling

2004 Emily Sapwell

2016 Kris Nielsen

1984 Terry Shiells

1995 John Oulton

2005 Michael Zovko

2017 Josh Fletcher

1985 Ashley Saltner

1996 Andrew Ford

2006 Michael Zovko

2018 Hugh Huppatz
2019 Tom Vinson

1975 Bruce Kennon

1986 Andrew Short

1997 Dave Kelly

2007 Chris Barlow

1976 Bruce Kennon

1987 Andrew Short

1998 Dave Kelly

2008 Apetia Matalau

1977 Bob Buchbach

1988 Shaun Williams

1999 Dave Kelly

2010 David FindlayHenaway

1978 Peter Grigg

1989 Shaun Williams

2000 Dave Kelly

2011 Riki Abraham
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1979 Peter Grigg

1990 Ewan Bell

2000 Wayne Vonhoff

2012 Leo Pakome

1980 Peter Grigg

1991 Michael Searle

2001 Gil Griffiths

2013 Riki Abraham

1981 Andrew Short

1992 Paddy Pool

2002 Gil Griffiths

2014 Sam Keane

1982 Chris Mead

1993 Rod Pelling

2003 Chris Essery

2015 Kit Horwood

1983 Murray Smee

1994 Rod Pelling

2004 Emily Sapwell

2016 Kris Nielsen

1984 Terry Shiells

1995 John Oulton

2005 Michael Zovko

2017 Josh Fletcher

1985 Ashley Saltner

1996 Andrew Ford

2006 Michael Zovko

2018 Hugh Huppatz
2019 Tom Vinson

Women’s Rugby

Since the Teachers West women’s rugby team shared the inaugural TDRU premiership with University there has been a
stop-start history to women’s rugby within the Club. Despite far too many seasons where no formal TDRU women’s
competition was played, this group of past and present rugby players have enjoyed premiership and representative
success over the ensuing years.
Women’s rugby first came to Teachers West in the early 2000s when the TDRU decided to include women’s rugby into
its senior competition. This initial team showed true grit to win the minor premiership in 2003. They jointly won the
inaugural premiership with University the same year.
Not satisfied with sharing the trophy, this playing group bettered the result the following year winning both the minor
premiership and claiming the 2004 premiership crown. The TDRU women’s competition continued in 2005 with strong
showings from Teachers West. There is some confusion around the premiership results. Many believe Teachers West
made it a back to back clean sweep.
Due to a decline in player numbers the decision was made by the TDRU not to contest the 2006 season.
Teachers West players Emily Sapwell and Kristy Bolton were both been selected to play rugby for Australia at about this
time.
A fitness instructor with the RAAF, Emily was always physically prepared to play. She was also a person who displayed
great personal courage, both on and off the field. Emily braved rough surf to swim 200 metres out to sea to rescue a
fisherman trapped in a capsized boat. She said in a later interview that her Helicopter Underwater Escape Training
(HUET) undertaken while she was in Townsville made the situation a lot easier to handle.
Kristy Bolton was also selected to represent Australia with the Wallaroos. Kristy’s passion for the game has never waned.
Through a weekly commute to Brisbane, she continued playing in the Queensland Premier Rugby competition with the
successful University of Queensland’s women’s side until hanging up the boots to raise her family. Kristy returned from
her self-imposed retirement to Teachers West in the reintroduced TDRU competition. At the end of 2015 she was
looking forward to being an integral part of the squad vying for the 2016 premiership. 2018 and 2019 saw back to back
premierships for the women’s side. Just reward for years of hard work.
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Juniors
The TDRU made the decision that 1981 would be the year Junior Rugby Union would be established in Townsville. The
Senior Clubs, Brothers, City, Souths and Teachers West were all expected to provide coaches, managers and support
personnel for Under 11, 13 and 15 teams. A combined sign-on was held at the Rugby Club on 28 February.
In the beginning, Sean Williams, Horse Eriksen, Peter Malpas and Dick Butler accepted the responsibility of coaching
teams from Pimlico State High School.
By 1987 Tony Weightman had teamed up with Peter Malpas and the pair took the junior grades to the next stage of
achievement.
Around 2000, Horse once again coached Pimlico Under 15s. About this time, Aaron and Blake Gold began a tradition of
having Teachers West Juniors in high level representative teams Aaron played for Australia, Blake for Queensland and
Andrew Bourke and his cohort continued the trend. Andrew was the Captain of the Queensland Under 16 team.
In 2008 Teachers West had five teams in Junior Grand Finals and won two of them. Brendan Hume, President at the
time, was concerned about the long-term viability of the Club. He also wanted to ensure the establishment of a
successful home ground at Warrina Park. He saw the future of the Club and the grounds, being built on juniors. “Local
kids playing local rugby,” was his catch cry.
Brendan was right juniors from suburbs around the Park flocked to play with the Bulldogs. There were 250 registered
with the Club by 2015.
Teachers West’s Junior Club practices have put the results on the board. They were Junior Club champions in 2008,
2011, 2012 and 2013.
The future looks very bright indeed for Bulldog pups!
RECORD RUN
Mention has to be made of two particular players, Hugh Huppatz and Joshua Lamb, who started playing for Teachers
West in Under 10s and over the years went on to represent the club in 14 grand final appearances and have won every
one of them. An exceptional record.
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Townsville Grammar
Rugby Union was the first winter sport played at the School. It was introduced by Mr Hodges, the Headmaster who had come
to the School from The Rugby School in England; the School where the game was first played. It was difficult to find fixtures for
the team and in 1897, British Association Football (Soccer) were introduced. Fred Timbury, Head Boy at the School in 1901 and
a good soccer player, became the School’s first international when he played Union for Australia in two games against New
Zealand in 1908.
Rugby Union returned as a sport in 1904 but only lasted until 1908, when Rugby League was introduced into the Townsville
region. There was no Rugby Union played until the 1930’s when the schools in Charters Towers decided to play the game. This
allowed Townsville Grammar to return to Rugby Union.
No winter sports of any nature were played during the war years (1939-1945) and Rugby League was re-introduced in 1946. This
was the dominant sport until 1980 when Rugby Union was re-introduced. In the 1980’s and 1990’s, most of the rugby was
played mid-week against local schools. On weekends, the School played fixtures (home and away) against schools from Charters
Towers, Mackay, Bowen, Rockhampton, Cairns and the Burdekin. In 1990, the Grammar First XV was the first country school to
play in the final of the Metway Cup, a state wide knockout competition.
The game has gone from strength to strength since 1980 with five students representing Australia at either age or school
level. Many past students have also gone onto represent Australia or a State at an Under 21 or Senior level. Sam Scott-Young
represented Australia on seven occasions.
The School is now extensively involved in the local TDRU competition and regularly fields teams in every age group from U8 –
U18. The School 1st XV reached the Country Carnival phase of the Ballymore Cup in 2014.
A feature of Rugby Union at the School has been the opportunity of students to undertake overseas tours. Since the first tour
in 1982, senior teams have travelled to New Zealand, Canada and the United Kingdom and Ireland. The School has also hosted
many schools and individuals as a result of these tours.
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University
JCU Rugby Union (Townsville University Campus Rugby Union Club, TUCRUC)
Founded in 1967, the same year as the TDRU. University was formed along with Cities, RAAF and Kiwis. Legend has it that the
first game was refereed by John “Tractor “Tracey, who then played in the second game. The late John Tracey was a life
member of both JCU and the TDRU.
The first premiership of the TDRU was fought out between University and R.A.A.F., with University becoming the premiers.
The first team included, Laurie Lawrence, Dr Ernest Senogles, Dr Bruce Hartley, Doc Hopkins and Neville Smith, to name but a
few.
The TDRU and development of rugby in the region has a lot to thank University for. Teachers West came from several
University players who were at Western Campus and decided to help expand the competition. Teachers West won their first
Premiership under the guidance of John Tracey.
Throughout the last 50 years University has played an integral part of the TDRU development with thorough coaching staff,
managers and players at varying levels of representative duties. To date University is the only foundation club that still exists
(no amalgamation). All Schools (1968) became Brothers (1969) and Cities eventually amalgamated to become Ross River
Redskins.

Western Suburbs
The Western Suburbs Rugby Union Club (WSRUC) is a community club based in Kirwan, Townsville and pride
ourselves on being the club “getting kids off the street and giving second chances”.
The WSRUC was founded in 2009 by a local police officer and his wife with the intention of giving otherwise
disadvantaged kids a place to release their energy and play sport.
In the first year, the club had three teams, 10’s, 12’s, and 14’s and was better known as the “Western Devils”. Now
in 2016 the club boasts eight teams, ranging from under 8’s through to A Grade, including a ladies team.
In 2015 we re-branded as the “Dragons”, although still the Western Suburbs Rugby Union Club and we are still
able to claim the best home field in the Townsville District Rugby Union being Tony Ireland Stadium.
We are very proud of our achievements and the hard work of a lot of people connected with the club has also led to
on-field success. Our under 12's were 2016 Townsville District Rugby Union Premiers and a handful of those players
also represented North Queensland under 12 schoolboys.
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Townsville and District Rugby Union Referees Association
2012
This year the referee’s association refereed over 700 games for the TDRU as well as nearly 300 assistant referees.
We also supported the JCU Fisher shield and numerous other competitions.
The association was represented at the QLD junior state titles.
We have had a very good year in recruiting and training junior refs. We tripled our junior numbers to 9 this year and it
was pleasing to see their involvement over the year, particularly in the finals with U10s, 11s, 12s, and 13s grand finals all
being refereed by our juniors.
Our recruitment and training of senior refs is an area that we in conjunction with the TDRU and its member clubs need
to keep working hard at. This year we have only attracted 3 new adults to our ranks.
2013
As an association we appointed 723 referees and 242 assistant referees to games for the TDRU. We appointed 114
officials to the JCU Fisher shield. Giving a total of 1079 appointments. We also supported at least three 7s tournaments
throughout the year. All this was achieved with only 45 Referees. We have had another good year in recruiting and
training junior refs. We have five new junior members this year and it was pleasing to see their involvement over the
year, particularly in the finals with U10s, 11s, and 12s, grand finals all being refereed by our juniors.
Unfortunately, five juniors from last year did not carry on to this year so our junior numbers remained the same. We
improved in the recruitment and training of senior refs this year with eight new seniors joining the association.
However, this is still an area that we, in conjunction with the TDRU and its member clubs need to keep working hard at.
The main training, we did this year was a level 2 course run by QRU, ten senior and four junior members attended. Next
year we need to run a level 1 course and do more ongoing training for qualified Refs. I would also like to thank Grace
Law, BHP Billiton and Cueldee Clothing for their support of the association this year.
2014
As an association we appointed 698 referees and 263 assistant referees to games for the TDRU. We appointed 117
officials to the JCU Fisher shield. Giving a total of 1078 appointments We also supported at least three 7s tournaments
throughout the year. All this was achieved with only 50 Referees. We have had another good year in recruiting and
training junior refs. I would also like to thank Grace Law, BHP Billiton and Cueldee Clothing for their support of the
association this year.
2015
For the year 2015 as an association, we appointed nearly 800 referees and nearly 200 assistant referees to games in
both junior and senior games for the TDRU. We also appointed over 100 officials to the JCU Fisher Shield competition
and other JCU sponsored games. Our referees also officiated in school, both primary and secondary, competition games.
This made for a total of more than 1100 appointments. At times our referee stocks were seriously stretched with games
in 3 separate outlying centres or home games away from Hugh St. A big thank you must go to those referees who
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officiated in multiple games on a day, sometimes consecutive or at different venues. Our numbers were down from last
year, starting with member numbers in the low forties. We welcomed back at least 2 senior referees and recruited six
senior and four junior referees. To cope with the future development of the game in Townsville, we need to promote
and recruit more senior referees. Junior referees continue to step up to volunteer.
Development this year revolved around a Foundation (Level 1) Referee Course and Assistant Referee (Level 1) course. A
number of those participants have gone on to complete the Law Exam and accrue the prerequisite number of field
reports to be fully accredited. Two of our junior referees were appointed to representative games in state carnivals held
in Townsville. A senior referee officiated at a carnival in Emerald. Two other senior referees were invited to officiate at
the Port Douglas carnival. Our association would like to thank our sponsors – Grace Law, Cueldee Clothing, Riverview
Tavern and Queensland Country Credit Union for their support of the association this year.
2016
For the year 2016 as an association, we appointed referees to over 750 junior and senior games as well as assistant
referees for 200 games. We also appointed over 100 officials to the JCU Fisher Shield competition and other JCU
sponsored games. Our referees also officiated in school, both primary and secondary, competition games as well as
Army Unit games and 7s competitions. This made for a total of more than 1150 appointments. At times our referee
stocks were seriously stretched with games in 3 separate outlying centres or home games away from Hugh St. A big
thank you must go to those referees who officiated in multiple games on a day, sometimes consecutive or at different
venues.
Our numbers were consistent with last year, starting with member numbers in the low forties. We welcomed new
senior referees from out of town and recruited new senior and junior referees. To cope with the future development of
the game in Townsville, we need to promote and recruit more senior referees. Junior referees continue to step up to
volunteer. The proposal by TDRU Management Committee to have clubs nominate Referee and Assistant Referee
candidates when nominating teams for the 2017 season is seen as a positive move to ensure referee growth.
Development this year revolved around a Foundation (Level 1) Referee Course and Referee Coach (Level 1) course. A
number of those participants have gone on to complete the Law Exam and accrue the prerequisite number of field
reports to be fully accredited. The Referee coaches were used during the year to observe and report on referee
development.
Two of our referees and four Assistant Referees were appointed to representative games in the Junior Gold Competition
games held in Townsville. Senior referees were invited to officiate at the Port Douglas and Hughenden carnivals. One of
our referees has been selected in a training squad of state referees under the supervision of Rohan Hoffmann,
Queensland Referee Development Manager. One of our junior referees received an Australian Referees Scholarship
which saw him referee at the Queensland Junior State Championships as well as age championships.
Our association would like to thank our sponsors – A. Gabrielli Constructions, Cueldee Clothing, Riverview Tavern and
Australian Patrol Vehicles for their new or continued support of the association this year.
2017
For the year 2017 as an association, we appointed over 745 referees and nearly 234 assistant referees to games in both
junior and senior games for the TDRU. We also appointed over 138 officials to the JCU Fisher Shield competition and
other JCU sponsored games. Our referees also officiated in school, both primary and secondary including local and
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visiting teams, competition games as well as Army Unit games and 7s competitions. This made for a total of more than
1117 appointments. At times our referee stocks were seriously stretched with games in 3 separate outlying centres or
home games away from Hugh St. A big thank you must go to those referees who officiated in multiple games on a day,
sometimes consecutive or at different venues.
Our numbers were consistent with last year, starting with member numbers in the low forties. We welcomed new
senior referees from out of town and recruited new senior and junior referees. To cope with the future development of
the game in Townsville, we need to promote and recruit more senior referees. Junior referees continue to step up to
volunteer. The proposal by TDRU Management Committee to have clubs nominate Referee and Assistant Referee
candidates when nominating teams for the 2018 season is seen as a positive move to ensure referee growth.
Development this year revolved around a Foundation (Level 1) Referee Course, Referee Coach (Level 1) course,
Refereeing U8 to U12 Course and Assistant Referee Level 2 course. These courses were held to develop our current and
future crop of referees. A number of those participants have gone on to complete the Law Exam and accrue the
prerequisite number of field reports to be fully accredited. The Referee coaches were used during the year to observe
and report on referee development.
Three of our referees and some junior Assistant Referees were appointed to representative games in the U15 State
Championships games held in Townsville. Senior referees were invited to officiate at the Port Douglas and Hughenden
carnivals.
Tony Reddy undertook a training course in Brisbane to become accredited as a World Rugby Referee Educator thereby
allowing us to conduct basic level course in Townsville without staff from Brisbane.
This end of this year has seen the departure of a number of senior referees due to work commitments. Recruitment is
definitely, a major topic between now and season 2018.
Our association would like to thank our sponsors – A. Gabrielli Constructions, NQ Employment, Australian Patrol
Vehicles, Townsville Private Clinic, JETGO, Synergy Health and Well Being, Cueldee Clothing and Riverview Tavern for
their new or continued support of the association this year.
2018
For the year 2018 as an association, we appointed 816 referees and 222 assistant referees to games in both junior and
senior games for the TDRU. New this year we appointed 69 referees to the U16 and U18 girls competitions.
We also appointed over 95 officials to the JCU Fisher Shield competition and other JCU sponsored games. Our referees
also officiated in school, both primary and secondary including local and visiting teams, competition games as well as
Army Unit games and 7s competitions. This made for a total of more than 1128 appointments. Again, our referee
stocks were seriously stretched with games in 3 separate outlying centres or home games away from Hugh St. A big
thank you must go to those referees who officiated in multiple games on a day, sometimes consecutive or at different
venues.Our numbers were lower than last year, with member numbers in the low forties. We recruited some new
senior and junior referees. To cope with the future development of the game in Townsville, we still need to promote
and recruit more senior referees. Junior referees continue to step up to volunteer. The proposal by TDRU Management
Committee to have clubs nominate a Referee per team when registering the 2019 season is seen as a positive move to
ensure referee growth and see our numbers swell.
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Development this year revolved around a Foundation (Level 1) Referee Course, Referee Coach (Level 2) course,
Refereeing U8 to U12 Course and Assistant Referee Level 1 online course. This year we saw the accreditation of our
first Club Assistant Referee (Craig West). Well done Charters Towers. Is this a challenge for other clubs to take up?
Barry Dermody attended and successfully completed a Referee Coach Level 2 course in Sydney.
These courses were held to develop our current and future crop of referees. A number of those participants have gone
on to complete the Law Exam and accrue the prerequisite number of field reports to be fully accredited. The Referee
coaches were used during the year to observe, encourage and report on referee development. Senior referees, Ben
Maher and Jake Samios, officiated at the North Queensland Region team trials with Ben moving on to referee two (2)
games at the Country Championships. Senior referees were again invited to officiate at the Port Douglas and
Hughenden carnivals. Jake officiated at the Queensland Country V Melbourne Rising NRC game at Hugh Street as TMO
with Ben and Barry acting as AR4 and AR5 respectively. Rodney Seeto, Howard Kewyes, Clancy Blacklock, Elijah Weeks
and Jimmi Thompson travelled to Cairns to officiate at the U12 School State Championships. Jimmi officiated in the final
of the carnival. Congratulations to all referees appointed to Grand Final games and especially Jake as A Grade Grand
Final referee.
Award recipients for this year were: Ron Barnes Memorial A Grade Grand Final Referee – Jake Samios; Most
Appointments Award – Peter Montgomery; Best on Ground Award – Peter Montgomery; Junior Referee Award – Clancy
Blacklock; Greg Palmer Memorial Most
Improved Referee Award – Jake Elson; TDRURA Life Member Most Promising Referee Award – Jimmi Thompson; Beryl
Barnes Memorial Quiet Achiever Award – Wayne Langford; Peter Lowth Memorial President’s Award – Barry Dermody;
Honorary President’s Award – Steph Dermody (For assisting the referees by recharging and supplying radios while Barry
was hospitalised. Again, the end of the year has seen the departure of a number of senior referees due to work
commitments. Recruitment definitely continues to be a major topic between now and season 2019.
Our association would like to thank our sponsors – A. Gabrielli Constructions, NQ Employment, Grays OnLine Australian
Patrol Vehicles, Townsville Private Clinic, VIPPT, Cueldee Clothing and Riverview Tavern along with Don Hobson for their
new or continued support of the association this year.
2019
2019 saw TDRURA move out of the change room at the Bayswater Road end of the Hugh Street complex and relocate
into the demountable formerly used by TDRU staff. The first complication was the weather event that hit Townsville in
February and left the demountable covered in mold on all internal walls and ceilings and water leaks from the roof. A
clean, paint and general cleanout saw the demountable fit for use at the start of the season.
A big thank you must go to Adrian Gabrielli, Robbie Kelly, Steve Murray, Kirwan State School and Bluescope Steel for
their generous donation of materials, labor and support for the refurbishment of the demountable.
The demountable now houses a Property room, general Change room, Female Change room, Training room and
Debriefing room that were extensively used during season 2019.
The Training room played host to numerous Law Sessions that were also Live-Streamed to members and other
interested parties. TDRURA is the only referee’s association in Queensland to Live-Stream its Law Sessions. The
Training room also hosted a Referee Foundation Course and an U8 – U12 Refereeing Kids Course. A further U8 – U12
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Refereeing Kids Course was held in Charters Towers courtesy of Tony Reddy, Training Officer and Rohan Hoffmann, Qld
Referee Co-Ordinator aligned with Rugby AU.
Once more the number of games per week outweighed the number of referees available, thereby having some referees
doing multiple games. Injury also played havoc with referee numbers and also led to the loss of some referees.
Spectator and team official inappropriate behavior and comments added to referee pressure and again the loss of
referees. The TDRU proposal to have all clubs nominate ten names of people willing to referee at least lower grades will
be a great bonus if it actually occurs.
This year TDRURA referees officiated in 714 TDRU games, 26 JCU Fisher Shield games as well as primary and secondary
local school games, Lavarack Brigade Unit games in both 7s and 15s for both males and females. The increase of girls
club games added to the stress of providing suitably qualified referees.
A big thank you to our TDRURA sponsors – Adrian Gabrielli Constructions, Grays OnLine, NQ Employment, Australian
Patrol Vehicles and Townsville Private Clinic – for their continued support of our association.
A big thank you this year to Fish Inn at the Rock Pool for hosting and sponsoring our annual dinner and starting a fund to
support junior referees attending the State Championships.
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